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2025 Fall: Variety of Development Paths

Lecture 1: The Rise of the West
e Gregory Clark. 2008. A Farewell to Alms: A Brief Economic History of the World. Princeton
University Press, Chapters 1-2
e Douglass C. North and Robert Paul Thomas. 1976. The Rise of the Western World: A New
Economic History. Cambridge University Press, "A Overview" and Part lll
o Global Stats: World’s Largest Economies | GDP Epic Battle (1560-2025)

Lecture 2: Institution and Development
e Douglass C. North. 1990. Institutions, Institutional Change and Economic Performance.
Cambridge University Press, Chapter 1, 2, and 12.
e Acemoglu, Daron, and James A. Robinson. 2012. Why Nation Fails. Crown Publishers. Chapter 1,
2 and 3. Skim also Popular Summary of the 2024 Nobel Prize in Economic Sciences
https://www.nobelprize.org/uploads/2024/10/popular-economicsciencesprize2024.pdf

Lecture 3: East Asian Miracle
e Joseph E. Stiglitz. 1996. “Some Lessons From The East Asian Miracle”. World Bank Research
Observer 11 (2): 151-177
e Johnson, Chalmers. MITI and the Japanese miracle: the growth of industrial policy, 1925-1975.
Stanford University Press, 1982. Chapter 1, 6, 9
e Atul Kohli. 2004. State-Directed Development: Political Power and Industrialization in the Global
Periphery. Cambridge University Press, Part |

Lecture 4: Developmental States

e Peter B. Evans. 1995. Embedded Autonomy: States and Industrial Transformation. Vol. 25.
Cambridge University Press, pp 1-72

e Chalmers Johnson. 1987. “Political Institutions and Economic Performance: The Government-
Business Relationship in Japan, South Korea, and Taiwan”. In The Political Economy of the New
Asian Industrialism, ed. by Frederic Deyo, 136—164. Ithaca, N.Y: Cornell University Press

e Richard F. Doner, Bryan K. Ritchie, and Dan Slater. 2005. “Systemic Vulnerability and the Origins
of Developmental States: Northeast and Southeast Asia in Comparative Perspective”.
International Organization 59 (2): 327-361

Lecture 5: Communist Regimes and Planned Economy
e Kornai, Janos. The socialist system: The political economy of communism. Princeton University
Press, 1992. Chapters 5, 6, 7.
e Ofer, Gur. "Soviet economic growth: 1928-1985." Journal of Economic Literature 25.4 (1987):
1767-1833.
o White, Stephen. Communism and Its Collapse. Routledge, 2002. Chapters 1- 5.


https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=DSZGVqC42XI

Lecture 6: Economic Transition and Marketization
e Tsai, Kellee S. "Adaptive informal institutions and endogenous institutional change in China."
World Politics 59.1 (2006): 116-141.
e Shleifer, Andrei, and Daniel Treisman. Without a map: Political tactics and economic reform in
Russia. MIT Press, 2001. Chapters 1, 2, 7.
e Blanchard, Olivier. The economics of post-communist transition. OUP Oxford, 1997. Chapters 1-3.

Lecture 7: The China Model
e Ang, Yuen-Yuen. 2016. How China Escaped the Poverty Trap? Cornell University Press.
(Introduction: How Does Development Actually Happen?)
e Xu, Chenggang. 2011. The Fundamental Institutions of China's Reforms and Development.
Journal of Economic Literature 49 (4):1076-1151.
e Li, Hongbin, and Li An Zhou. “Political Turnover and Economic Performance: The Incentive Role
of Personnel Control in China.” Journal of Public Economics, vol. 89, no. 9-10, 2005, pp. 1743-62

Lecture 8: State Capitalism
e Pearson, Margaret M., et al. The State and Capitalism in China. Cambridge University Press, 2023

Lecture 9: Globalization

e Rodrik, Dani. "How far will international economic integration go?" Journal of Economic
Perspectives1 (2000): 177-186.

e Lange, Matthew, James Mahoney, and Matthias Vom Hau. "Colonialism and development: A
comparative analysis of Spanish and British colonies." American Journal of Sociology5 (2006):
1412-1462.

e Rudra, Nita, and Jennifer Tobin. “When Does Globalization Help the Poor?” Annual Review of
Political Science, vol. 20, no. 1, 2017, pp. 287-307, https://doi.org/10.1146/annurev-polisci-
051215-022754.

Lecture 10: Comparative Perspectives of Development
e Film screening: American Factory

2026 Spring: Political Economy of Development (To Be Updated)


https://www.netflix.com/title/81090071

